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Stained Glass in the Netherlands from the 16" to the 18" centuries
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The glazing of Gouda’s St John’s is the epitome of Dutch Renaissance stained glass. It is a unique ensemble in its combination
of windows made after the fire of 1552 in the Catholic era (1555-1572), and the completion of the glazing for the by then
Protestant church (1593—-1604). Moreover, it is the only church in the world which has preserved the cartoons, the full-scale
working drawings of all of its windows. It is the availability of such cartoons from Gouda and elsewhere, as well as the wealth of
original design drawings for still existing, or even lost windows which make Dutch stained glass so special. After the end of the
former ‘Spanish’ Netherlands and the creation of the Dutch Republic about 95 % of the still extant windows was made for
Calvinist churches of the leading Protestant state religion. The lecture will focus on monumental stained glass made for churches,
and will give an insight into the rich iconography of windows in the pre- and post-Reformation era, as well as into the changes in
the technique of production and the category of donors in these two periods. Also windows made for public buildings in the
Republic will be discussed, and roundels or small unipartite panels of maximum 30 cm, which made painted glass available for a
larger group of people.
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